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ADMINISTRATION.

Staff.—I returned to Cevlon f P

: : ylon irom home leave on Julv 11. relie Dr DT B

acted as S : s y 11, ving Dr. D. T. E. Dassanayake, who had
Meteorologil:gg?(l)néizéem In my absence. While in England, I spent a month on study leave at the London

I regret the death of Mr. J. R. R Nathaniel. (]
at the Observatory, who was killed in a motor accident at Jafna on § uI; Iggl RatRako b oot .

TimE WoRrsg.

The astronomical activities of the Observatory were mainly limited to time work.
? Observatory C‘locks.——-:l’he clocks were rated by regular observations of the Bordeaux and Rugby vernier
ime signals. The Cooke micrometer transit was used only once during the year.

" Mean time clock Fournier 70 stopped on June 21. It was given a complete overhaul and started again
on the 24th. It gave trouble again both in August and September, requiring readjustments. The other clocks
were satisfactory.

The Synchronome master clocks continued to be in use for dials, and for calibrating the seismograph.

Time Ball and Synchronization.—The time ball at the Flagstaff station was dropped at 09.00, Ceylon
Standard Time (0330 G.M. T.) on all days, inclusive of Sundays and Public Holidays.

There were two failures during the year, the first, on March 22, due to a defect in the secondary circuit at
Flagstaff, the second, on November 10, because of a mechanical defect at Flagstaff. The failure on March 22
was the first since January 31, 1937, a period of over two years. |

At the request of the Master Attendant, Colombo, the time ball was discontinued from April 19 to May 2,
inclusive, to enable certain necessary repairs to it to be effected. *

The working of the time ball involves co-operation between four departments—Survey (Observatory),
Telecommunication, Harbour Engineer’s, and Master Attendant’'s—and my thanks are due to those officers of
the other departments concerned, who have co-operated in this work.

Synchronizing signals were sent daily to the Central Telegraph Office, whence a further distribution of time
signals was made throughout the Island. These were sent from the Observatory at 07.55 and 15.55 on ordinary
week days, at 07.55 only on Saturdays and Public Holidays that are not Post Office Holidays, and at 08.54 on
Sundays and Post Office Holidays. A test measurement is made immediately after the setting signal, which
enables the officer on duty at the Observatory to verify that the setting signal has done its work satisfactorily,
and, if necessary, to report any defect by telephone.

The clock in the lighthouse at the corner of Chatham street and Queen street was synchronized daily at
09.00, its relay being in series with the time ball circuit. At noon, when the chimes and strike of this clock are
regularly included in the broadcasting programme as a time signal, the error ot the clock is noted at the
Observatory as a check. The chimes and strike are also included in the broadcasting programme at other times,

chiefly at 11.00 and 20.00.
The error at noon was usually not more than one or two seconds. The largest noon errors were 9 seconds

and 6 seconds. The wire ropes for the weights were replaced on November 21, and the clock was given a

running overhaul next day.
Issue of Wireless Time Signals.—These were sent out twice daily, in the old International or ** Onogo ”

code. from the Welikada Wireless Station. The morning signal is from 11.27-11.30, Ceylon Standard Time,
(055'%—0600, G. M. T.), on 130 ke/s (2300 metres), C. W., and the evening one from 18.57-19.00 (1327-1330,

G. M. T.) on 500 ke/s (600 metres), C. W. There 1s no curtailment on Sundays and Public Holidays.
' In the case of a failure or erroneous signal, the words ‘‘ time signal failed ” or ** cancel time signal ” are

sent out in Morse immediately afterwards. giEp. '
Further details of the apparatus and procedure are given in the 1930 and previous reports.

In 1938 there were 728 successful signals, out of a possible 730. On September 19 the morning signal was
inadvertantly missed by the officer on duty, and on September 23 the morning signal was cancelled because of a
fault at the wireless station, which caused the emission to be irregular. The fault on September 19 was the first

for over 15 months. _ | _ | |
As in the case of the time ball work, the wireless signals involve close co-operation with the Telecommuni-
Il concerned for the way

cation Department, and I am glad to take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to a

in which they have been maintained. |
Naval Chronometers and Watches.—Colombo Observatory continued to function as the chronometer depot

for the East Indies Squadron.
METEOROLOGICAL EQUIPMENT AND WORK.

established for aeronautical meteorology
(which, since 1937, has been staffed
staffed by part-time observers,

The 16 main climatological stations and the 3 stations
continued to function throughout the year. All outstations, except Mannar
by whole-time observers, Surveyors seconded from the Survey Department), are

s who are paid an allowance for this work.
usually Government clerks, who ps e

As a measure of retrenchment, the 3 stations for aeronautical meteorology, Tabbowa, Ridiyagama, an
jons, were closed down at the end of the year. Tabbowa

hilaw, which were only established as temporary station _ | the e . yoar _
gnd Ridiyagama continued, however, as monthly reporting rainfall stations, while Chilaw continued to report
current weather observations for the Colombo-Madras air-line, and daily rainfall to Colombo.

2——J. N. 87495-030 (0/39)



()

At the 16 main climatological stations maintained b
the Observato '
9% and 15} hours, the former observations being wired to y(3‘4::.14:311:1l:n:: l?;v:H Eikofszsr:aiﬁmm ot ek

four meteorological stations, maintained h
_ , y the Rubber Research Schem t D
Tea I:lgaea,rch Institute at St. Coomb'’s, Talawakele, and at Passara, and eb; themégconut Reser

Ea iupply pilot-balloon observ_ations, usually twice a day. The pilot-balloon observations at Colombo continued
0 be taken, also generally twice a day. Current weather observations were made at Colombo, Chilaw, Puttalam
and Mannar, at 08.00 on days of northward mail-planes, and at 10.00 on days of southward flights. l

i Il‘}l}l auxﬂlq.ry meteorological station is maintained in the Fort area, Colombo, and a Dines pressure anemometer
at the Pilot Station in Colo_mbo Harbour. A pluviograph is maintained at Labugama by the Colombo Municipality
while the Observatory maintains another at Watawala, and a recording anemometer at Haputale, in addition to
some pluviographs and recording anemometers at the main stations. There is a Robinson anemometer at the Little
Basses Lighthouse, which is maintained and read twice daily by the Lighthouse Service. There is a Dines pressure
anemometer on Sober Island, in Trincomalee Harbour, in addition to the climatological station at Fort Frederick,

: Ratngazeges_ and Volunteer Observers.—Rainfall figures appear in this report from 484 stations, a figure which
Includes the principal meteorological stations. This represents an increase of over 10 per cent. on the previous year,
The greater part ot this increase was due to new rainfall stations started at the request of the Medical Department,
Forty-seven stations were started during the year, while 3 stations were discontinued, all unfortunately, with fairly long
records ; Kala-oya, 27 years : Diyatalawa, Public Works Department, 22 years : Bandaragama, 17 years.

A large number of these stations are maintained voluntarily, by planters and other volunteer observers, while
at most of the others, observations are taken by minor Government employees who receive no allowance for this work
I am glad to take this opportunity of thanking all who have co-operated in these observations.

While it is not possible to mention all the voluntary observers individ ually, I wish to put in a special word
of thanks to some who have supplied other useful meteorological data. Among these may be mentioned :—Mr.
R. G. Coombe (Poonagala) for his weekly barograms ; Messrs. E. E. Meggett and K. Arden (Detanagalla) for sun-
shine charts and graphs, wind observations and anemograms, humidity and temperature graphs; Messrs. Ross
Wiyllie and R. H. Duncombe (Oakwell) and A. Pearson (Horakele) for sunshine charts : Mr. G. R. B. Williams (Hope)
for wind observations ;: Messrs. . Huntley (Vineit), J. M. Hodgson (Theydon Bois), G. P. Kelly (Nilloomally),
and F. A. Bourke (Campion) for interesting notes.

The number of stations which report rainfall daily was increased to 42 during the year, by the addition of 3
of the 4 meteorological stations that are maintained by agricultural research institutes. Of the stations reporting
rainfall daily, 9 are estate rain-gauges. I must express my great indebtedness to the Superintendents concerned,
Mr. F. A. Bourke (Campion), Mr. B. Gordon Graham (Dunedin), Mr. W. S. Veitch (Eheliyagoda), Messrs. H. A.
F. Mc Laren and H. A. Mc Laren (Geekiyanakande), Mr. A. .J. Mc Kee (Maha Uva), Mr. R. Neville Rolfe (Maliboda),
Messrs. M. H. Villiers and W. S. Roper (Panilkande), Messrs. A. B. Gault and R. C. Haworth Price (St. Martin’s)
and Messrs. H. C. Rodale and A. D. Dewar (Yataderiya), for their ready co-operation.

Weather Reports for Aviation.—On the mornings on which north-bound mail planes were due to leave Colombo
Air-port (at 9 hours), reports of upper-winds at Colombo and Mannar, and current weather observations at 8 hours
from Colombo, Chilaw, Puttalam, Mannar, and, between October and May, Pamban, were wired to Colombo Airport
for the information of the pilots. The information from outstations was also wired to Poona and to Colombo
Observatory. On days when south-bound mail planes were due at Colombo, reports of upper winds at Colomhbo
and Mannar, and current weather reports at 10 A.m. at the same four Ceylon stations, were wired to Trichinnpoly,
the information from outstations being also wired to Poona and Colombo Observatory. From these observations,
the 94 hours observations from Ceylon stations, and upper wind observations from Indian stations, a route report,
and forecast for the Ceylon portion of the air-route was despatched to reach Trichinopoly before 11.50 A.m.  On
the nights before north-bound mail plane flights from Colombo, a forecast for the route Dha,nushkmdi-Madras, and a
general inference for the route Colombo-Dhanushkodi, based on the Indian evening synoptic chart, were wired by
the Indian Meteorological Office, Poona, to Colombo Observatory, and these were wired to Colombo Airport next
morning. Upper wind reports from Madras and Trichinopoly, and current weather reports from Trichinopoly, were

sent each morning to Colombo Observatory and to Colombo Airport.
This service of reports and forecasts for mail-planes started on J anuary 29, with two planes each way a week.

In February the number of planes was increased to four, and in August to five, a week.
Special reports and forecasts were given, on request, for occasional other flights. These included the flight

of R.A.F. flying boats from Penang to Trincomalee in December, for which a temporary pilot balloon station was

established at the latter place. _ _ _ : _
A short weather report and forecast for airmen was prepared daily, with the Daily Weather Report, and wired

to Colombo Airport.
Other Weather Reports.—A Daily Weather Report, with a forecast, was prepared each morning in time to be

broadcast en clair at noon. This subsequently appeared in the Post Office Daily List and in local newspapers.
The material for this report was mainly provided by the morning telegrams from 14 meteorological stations

(increased in June to 17), the surface observations at Colombo, the morning pilot balloon observations from Colombo,

Mannar, and certain Indian stations, and such ship’s messages as were available. Other sources of information were
b g = A t ; . 3. Ty

a telegram from Pamban, and the figures from outstations in Ceylon that are not fully equipped climatological

stations, but from which the morning measurement of rainfall was wired. i e _ y -
Weather reports for ships were sent out in Morse, from the Colombo Wireless Station, immediately after the

time signals and on the same wave-lengths, at 114 hours and 19 hours, while extra weather reports were occasionally
sent out in Morse at 224 hours, whenever the state of the weather made much reports lilf‘ill‘ﬂhlth ”Thﬁl‘:}e reports
deal with the immediate neighbourhood of Ceylon in more detail than can be expected in the Indian mferwp-os,
which have to summarize the outstanding features over large areas. Copies of the Indian inferences were received
at Colombo, and use was made of any relevant parts. 4 . o | e
Ob }vations from Ceylon meteorological stations at 8 hours and 17 hours were included in the Indian Fleet
M ' T ’ 1 Station at Bombay at 11.30 and 21.40, I.S.T
Synoptic Messages, which were broadcast from the Naval Wireless Station a mbay . 21.40, I.S.T.
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An inference for the Ceylon area was supplied to Matara Wireless Station, to be broadcast with the Indian inferences

sent out from that station at 15.24. In Octob ' :
By courtesy of the it Tilac 1::1 1:(:1 er, Colombo Wireless Station took over these broadcasts from Matara.

M .

weﬁ::igsr:’ﬂ;?su&)]ihed to the Observatory on week-days. These were not received in time to be used for th

by i hE 't ]u were used for the evening report, together with the 17 hours observations from ce
'f hﬂ ip’s te egrams, and ?he atternoon upper wind report from Mannar.

e monthly climatological broadcast was continued throughout the year. International

The number of ships from which tel ived duri
1 ) elegrams were received during the year was 314, which i iy '
3032‘36 ;3;1&1[9131371:16 ﬁlgg;re for last year (372): The number of telegrams was also appreciably ]ower? 13 11?8325?; I8pfk Oloee
) : 2 telegrams were received from ss. Marnix van St. Aldegonde, and 113 from ss. ﬁalmer&n, #&a re

other ships from which 40 or more telegrams wer ' '

ey g e received were ss. Potsdam, Gneisenau, H.M.S. Investi ator,
ilsl an{]%taaig;&, Scharnhorst, Johan van Oldenbarnevelt, Jalaputra, and Shwedagon. Acknowledgments wereg sent

A new departure was the institution of a system of weekly weather reports. The Medical Officer i
‘ . : in ¢
gaf:i:ll;:llhiisfl‘&n& (E_Olltrﬁl Scheme of the (:Jeylon Estates Proprietary Associﬂ,tim{) desired a greater amount of cuhr:;gz
it th&zrma I;tim than was available in the daily wea,tl}er reports. The matter was discussed with him, and it was
5i: gt ;?EB y (liepqrts from a number of other stations would serve his purpose. Twenty-three stations were
iy ycom_l, and, since December, weekly reports of rainfall are now being received fairly regularly from these
ations. pies of these figures are also supplied to the Government Malariologist.

e muf;*};’f:?'g?:n éﬂitk t_?}t)e cIl nd}tjan Meteorological Department.—Co-operation in connection with the Madras-Colombo
Fibhite B8 TL hon escrcll F a ri)‘v_e. Weather telegrams from Colombo and Nuwara Eliya are sent to India at 8
S hor urs, &n lem_ rincomalee, Hambantota, and, during certain seasons, from Batticaloa, at 8 hours
S T b iﬁ a ;n&dl er 1?/.[ ally routine, while extra storm warning telegrams are also sent at various times, when
2, y the Indian eteorological Department. The number of storm warning telegrams sent in 1938 to

cutta were :—from Colombo, 11 ; from Trincomalee, 27 ; from Hambantota, 11 : and from Batticaloa, 10 ;
while 7 telegrams were sent to Poona, all from Colombo.

: The results of t.h_e morning pilot balloon flights at Colombo and Mannar, and, since February, of the afternoon
flight at Mannar, are wired to Poona regularly. The morning flight at Colombo is wired to Rangoon regularly, and
to Calcutta at certain seasons. In addition, afternoon flights at Colombo were wired to India on special request.

By arrangement with the Ceylon Telecommunication Department, all weather telegrams received by them
from ships, whether addressed to Colombo, Poona, or Calcutta, are dealt with in the same way. At certain seasons
of the year, they are forwarded direct to Poona, and copies are sent to the Observatory. For the rest of the year,
they are forwarded to the Observatory, and from there sent to Caleutta or Poona, by letter or wire, at the discretion
of the staff. During this latter period, selections of ship’s telegrams from the Ceylon area, for the Fleet Synoptic
Message, are made at Colombo, and transmitted to Bombay Naval Wireless Station twice a day.

By courtesy of the Director General of Observatories, India, copies of the daily morning telegram from Pamban
are sent here, and are of considerable value, chiefly owing to the way in which, during the north-east monsoon,
strong wind often blows down the Gulf of Mannar, and so produces distinctly rougher weather between Colombo and
Cape Comorin than is generally indicated by Ceylon coastal observations. By courtesy of the same officer, upper
wind telegrams have been received daily from Trivandrum since October, in addition to the upper wind telegrams
from stations on the Madras-Colombo air route.

Special Warnings.—If the weather seems unsettled or suspicious, warnings by telegraph or telephone are
given to the Royal Naval Dockyard, Trincomalee ; the Naval Office, Colombo; the Master Attendant, Colombo,
and the Assistant Master Attendant, Galle ; the Urban District Council, Negombo ; the Fisher Mudaliyar, Colombo ;

the Railway ; and the Office of the Flood Scheme.

Information to Artillery.—Surface meteorological readings and information as to upper winds and temperatures
at Colombo and Trincomalee were supplied to the Royal Artillery and the Ceylon Garrison Artillery, on request, for
use during artillery practices.

Upper Air Work.—QObservations of upper winds were made with pilot balloons, generally twice a day, at
Colombo and Mannar. The tail method of observation was used. The quality of the balloons received was satis-

factory. These balloons are kept in cold storage until required.
The morning flights, both at Colombo and Mannar, are generally limited, in order to allow the results to be

computed in time for the mail-plane. At Colombo the total number of balloons observed was 719, the number of
balloons reaching 5, 7, and 10 kilometres, respectively, being 105, 37, and 12, while the greatest altitude attained
was 15°1 kilometres. At Mannar the total number of ﬂights‘wa.s 707,_the number n_rf balloons reaching 5 and
7 kilometres, respectively, being 35 and 6, while the greatest altitude attained was 8°6 kilometres.

Vertical Temperature Gradient—The four thermographs at the Welikade Wireless Station were in continuous

operation throughout the year. . |
Eaxtension of the Ceylon Meteorological Service.—This matter is still under consideration.

Miscellaneous Inquiries.—As usual, a large number of inquiries were answered, personally, by telephone, or
by letter, from other Government Departments, public institutions, and individuals. These dealt mainly with

rainfall or other aspects of the climatology of Ceylon.

MISCELLANEOTUS.
Kelani Flood Forecasts.—During 1938, there were no floods in this river reaching major or minor flood level at

Colombo.
PUBLICATIONS.

lines as last vear. The average monthly totals of those rainfall stations

The present report is on the same | __ hose all _
whose I‘ecor}c)ls reachec{)& length of 10 years in 1938 were reduced to the standard period, 1911-30, by comparison with

neighbouring réseau stations. | | | Lo
Routine publications have been similar to those of last year, afnd included daily reports in '[hE-**ﬁ( 03 ; _ﬁ?se
Daily List and newspapers, and monthly summaries in the Government Gazetie and the T'ropical Ag n:nri'?{ 77 T f bli?.gin 5
of the latter are also supplied to the newspapers. The usual astmn‘o]_‘n%c‘al ephemer}f Was preparec m- E;l - .
in the Ceylon Almanac, and a table of the dates of probable first visibility of the \ ew _’.?L._t{.rr} W:.:l:-tfp;rttli;lrrf gk
Ceylon Muslim League, to appear in the same publication. Occasional observations ui_ t‘hg first 1.11.-,1 ility t' b
Moon were made, for the purpose of this table. The times of rising and setting of the sun and moon at X
were supplied daily to local newspapers. |
It must be remembered that many observations

wing ' ' f printing.
Blue Book, o to exigencies of space and the expense o g 4
of amount of cloud, surface and underground temperatures, evaporation, &c.

obtained on application to the Observatory.

are made here which are not published in the report and
Among these mav be mentioned measurements

Information on these points can be



As in previous years, publications have been received from

While their receipt has been acknowledged individuall
thanking the donors collectively. ; iy

_~— SFISMOGRAPH,

The Milne-Shaw selsmograph was in use throughout the

The coupling was maintained as before at the
damping ratio, and sensitivity were made about once g month,
The free period was maintained at 12 seconds.

With occasional adjustment the damping ratio remained generally

of 20 : 1; extreme values were 12 :

1 and 30 : 1.

The list below, of 108 earthquakes,

. Slight earth-tremors are occasionally felt by
in the list below) is of interest, as bein

thrown out of action about half a minute later. The shock

. P. Kan.dasamy, “ Underground Temperatur.es at Colomb

a large number of observatoyfe.
by letter, I am glad to talde

18 restricted to definite shocks,
traces that were also recorded. The regular diurnal movement of the pill
people in Ceylon.

_ g probably the most severe experienced here for at least some decades,
1s the only shock that has ever put the Colombo seismograph out of action.

The instrumental record commenced at 03.54.20 (Ceylon Standard Time

_ : was felt over the greater part of
In the south-west, by ships at sea to the west of Ceylon, and at many places in South India.

, by Dr. J - P. Andrews, formerl
This contained an analysi
bservatory”

Seismological
Centre

ear. (Onl 1 ‘
There was some loss of record, mainly due to trogble e cluck}.y y minor adjustments were needed

250 magnification throughout,

and measurements of period

in the neighbourhood of its mean value

and does not contain a number of small
ar 18 still a definite feature of the records
A tremor felt on September 11 (No. 214¢

This

), the coupling of the mirror being
Ceylon, particularly
Only a few slight cases

of structural damage were reported, cracks in walls or pillars (probably cracks in the plaster), plaster dislodged, tiles

shifted or fallen.
All times in the table below are in Greenwich Mean Time.

Date
No. 1938. B S L Maximum.
January H M § H M 8 H M 8§ B kg
2089 .. 1-2 23 38 24 23 46 42 .. Indefinite .. 00 Q108 ‘..
2090 .. 7 15 38 11 154751..155949..130704..
2091 .. 11 LOLRIS T 152946..154:325..154334..
(PR?) 15 25 24
2092 .. 18 04 256 21 .. 042943..043520..043709..
2093 .. 18 09 33 51 .. 094104..094724..095036..
2004 .. 22 15 38 168 .. 16 37 55 .. o . Not pro-
nounced
2096 .. 23 ..6P 08 61 49 .. [Elusive .. Indefinite .. Not pro-
(PR?) 08 568 34 nounced
2096 .. 24 WRCY 2 ({0 10T 1 0 W, Elusive .. 11 15 21 .. 11 34 03 .
2097 .. 25 08 2" — 3 — W by o 3 L e
2098 .. 29 04 18 04 .. 04 22 17 .. Indefinite .. Not pro-
nounced
February
2099 .. 1 19 13 85 .. 19 19 30 .. Indefinite .. 10 30 55 e
SR 19 21 10
2100 ., 2 09 41 59 .. 09 46 04 .. — oe U DS 07
2101 .. ) 02 43 18 .. Elusive .. Indefinite .. 03 46 40 ..
2102 .. 5 10 03 04 .. 10 09 35 .. Indefinite .. Not pro-
nounced
2103 .. 13 08 20 50 ..(S?)08 28 23 .. Indefinite .. 09 00 40 ..
21048 14 03 01 54 ..(S?)03 07 56 .. — . Not pro-..
nounced
March
21086 .. 1 04 21 04 .. 04 27 34 .. — 04 32 48
2106 . .: ho! 05 46 56 .. 05 66 33 .. — —
1L 7 e 10 16 29 19 .. ROSD 09 . — .. 1048 02 ..
2108 55 13 2101618, .21.19.560 .. — . Not pro-
nounced
2109 .. 14 00 62 06 .. 005443..005625..{}95754..
2110 .. 31 22 39 00 .. — . — . Not pro-
nounced
April
2] 11 1 My 1 ol 1852 .. 21233.46 .. — . Not pro-
nounced
;587 NSRRI ik 02 66 07 .. 03 04 23 .. — . Not pro-..
nounced
2118 . 14 Ol 31 16 .. UL 3507 .. 01 26023 .. 0829 04
2114 . 17 09 07 01 .. g9 15 .58 .. — .U!.:i 35 Ob
2138 . . 17 14 59 18 .. S R = e 10 /6 31_..
2010 .. 19 b PR O8 34 - . 2l 1666 .. 11 28 53 .. 11 29 Ob .
- 41 17 20 -8 U0 37 06 .. Elusive Jeatre PR I0 07T 2523 ..
SIS . . 21 01 26 51 .. OF 38 12 - — .. Not pro-
nounced
2119 . 23 o8 37 18- .. — oY 63 58 .. 01V 02 00 ..
May
212D ... 6 03 45 56 ..(S1)03 50 05 .. — . Not pro-
nounced
2121 . 5 e, ER BN ER . . 14 05 56 .. — ..1;135541.
128 ... 0 ..eP 16 46 20 ..(S?)15 49 46 .. — . Not pro-

nounced

End. Amplitude. Remarks.

H M MM

00 37¢..<0-2 ., -—

16 614.. 0-°2
nearly .. M not pronounced.,

16 49¢.. 0-5 .. —

In both these shocks the S

?g %H (l)é "~ waves have bigger ampli-

N "' _J tudes than the L waves.

16 08 .. <02 —

11 26 .. <02 —

13 32¢.. 0-7 .. -

18780 >0 0un " —

05 144..of the order —

of 05

23 37 ..>120 .. The maximum wave is off the
sheet on the west side and
cut off by the end of the
lens frame on the east,

R T 1 L e —

04 45¢.. 0°5 .. —

10 464. . <02 . —a

—a e 10D —

03 524..<0-2 . —

OO T4 & Qo Yoy, -

07 30 .. about P possibly earlier as jt is

0-57 masked by a local vibration.

17 124.. <0°2 .. —

22 024..<05 .. - -

0231 .. 95 .. —

23 59¢.. 0-4 .. —

2] 41}..<0-3 .. —

03 544..<0-5 .. The S waves commence with
a swing of bigger amplitude
than any other in this shock.

02 56}.. 27 .. The actual maximum is lost
m the hour mark of 30
seconds duration. Ampli-
tude probably greater than
2*7 mm.,

10 17 02 .. M not pronounced.

16 444 03 .. M not pronounced.

XD o 20 . o

08 584.. 0°9 . =

)2 256 .. <03 . o

01 42}.. 0-4 .. S lost while changing chart.

04 22%.. <05 S

16 46 .. 1-4 P may be earlier.

16 30 .. <05 e



(04
N Date
0. 1938. .
P S L Maximum. End. Amplitude, Remarks
May.—contd H !

9193 % : M 8§ H M 8 H M 8 H M 8 H M MM

b TR ;? g? gi .« 1669 24 .. 16 09 48 .. 16 16 651 .. 19 45}.. 125 ..

)Y, O | 12 09 51 = — . 22 00 12 .. 23 06¢.. 0°2 ..

* e —= . Not pro- 13 224.. <05 .. S and L un wing t

2126 19 nounced overlapping trafe. |nt ti |

2 (PR 1y 1808 .. 172208 ..172808..173248 .. 20 69f..about M wave cut off bn At coidle o
- ‘s 8 .. 07 49 51 .. 07 5861 17 == GG Eflﬁut in the beginhi@ptre

2128 . 923 ollowing shock,

08 29 31 .. 083514 .. 08 43 650 .. 08 47 22 .. 12 12 .. 4-6 .. The P waves of this shock are
superimposed on the
dimhﬁghingh Eﬂd waves of

2129 .. preceding shock.

J-‘i?m 144257 .. 145332..1510 - .. 152151 .. 1728 .. 08 .. L to the nearest minute only.

2130 .. 9 ool 1923 47 .. "19-30.48 . 1914005 . 194431 .. 91 21 . a0t .o

2131 1P 19 23 49 (SR1?)19 34 24

STA 10 10 02 03 (S?)10 09 08 (L?)10 16 33.. 10 31 43 .. 13 01}4.. 5°9 .. L

9133 --20_123 .. 022420 .. 023136 ..024200 .. 024612 .. 05 16}.. 10-0 .. e

ok 1 el 235737 .. . 00 03 04 .. 00 10 49 .. 00 12 34 .. 02 034.. 12:3 .. P uncertain owing to gradual
g log
(SR) 00 06 01 emergence  from  micro-
seisms,
2134 .. 23 18519404 .. 2 = . Not pro- 14 43 ..about 0.5 i
Tul nounced
y
2135 . 12 08 56 28 Ee 09 154..<1:0 .. S, L, M, not distingui
% o - - s -— 5 :.. o ) S istinguishable,
8 ] TR 3 U L) USRS ) 6700 U T SR —- . Not pro- 14 43 about
nounced <00 .. —
August

2AST .0 26 04:32:36 .. 04 36.28... 0441 28 .. 04 43 47 .; 08531 .. 35°0 .4 —

2138 .. 18 09 35 26 .. ? ? ? 10 53 .. ? .. Unclassifiable phases at 09h,
36m. 378, 09h. 39m. 48s.
with a recorded maximum
wave of amplitude 5.8 mm.
at 09h., 40m. O0ls. The
succeeding waves are more
like S waves, and their
amplitudes are of the order
of 1 to 2 mm.

2139 + 26 o oQIN33 626, o ~HOL-JTN00, v 01 TR0R00N Dl iasrE8iS: . 08 40 i 1841 3 -—

2140 .. 29 & ? 153703 .. 154459 .. 156404 .. 1649 .. 13 .. P between 15h. 29m. 59s. and
15h. 30m. 29s.

2141 00 © 30 12 00 23 . 12 09 04 .. 12 35 45 .. 12 40 02 .. 13 29}..<0'5 .. Wave of longest period taken
for M.

September

2142 .. 7 02 02 57 . 02 09 47 .. Indefinite .. 02 19 30 .. 02 40 .. <05 .. M not pronounced. Wave of
longest period read,

2143 .. 7 U4 1128 , . 04 18,09 .. 06 2889 .. 04 .88 07 .. 00 OOL.. 40 5 —

2144 .. 7 13 09 54 .. — e — Ay - .. 1413 ..<0'3 .. 8, L, M, indefinite.

2145 .. 9 - - 5y - - .. 0034 46 .. 09 37 18 .. 09 66§.. 1'0 .. A very unusual trace; P and 8
not discernible, but very well
defined L. waves commence
abruptly.

2146 .. 10-11 a2 24 105, ; — S — . — .. 00 23¢.. ? . Thrown out of action at 22h.
24m. 30s. Set recording
agan at 22h. 51m.

This earthquake was felt in
Ceylon and in South India,
and at sea to the west of
Ceylon,
Ay ey B Lo WtlghioR 28 "y 19710 60 .. 19 33°00 .19 32 B0 <. 2(: ;0}* 0°6" .. Sl - - : 4
2 ?) 01 05 21 (iS?) 01 06 38 .. — 2 — .. 01 38%.. G+ e waves are of sma

214572 $ Gl 6o amplitude, and  distin.-
guishable from the micro-
seisms only by their very
small period. The IS waves
commence abruptly with
waves of very small period,
and of amplitude about
1.5mm. The periodincrea-
sesrapidly,and the amplitude
dies away as fast.

2149 27 e L 0R-30:08 .. . 0245 27 02 50 07 02 53 32 03 40 0-5 —

October v

2150 7 ..eP 00 56 53 .. — = - os 101 20 082 01341}_.. 0. ; ——

P : - ks = .. 064209 .. 07 104.. 0-3 . —_—
216Y . 7 e 10671482 < = > 0-7 =
2162 .. 7 s o TOCRT O 0 — it - e 10 B0 14 .. 18 13 ., :

P80 5 ) 2 21 13 48 21 15 11 23 04 I12+0 .. e
2153 .. 10 oLl 26 28 S 303 2L 2 - 50 s N W il ~saia,
2154 . » 11 . -EP 00 _0 -0 . ® e o e ¥ “'h]..lE Chﬂﬂgiﬂg Chﬂrt.
: ; =y — 012605 .. 02194.. 0°5 .. M not pronounced.

- i S SN R O e D T 187307, €0-5 . . M notpronowieed.

3{?,? 10 .. 042185 .. 0427055 ..044308 .. 044367 .. 0556 .. 1°6 .. —

2158 .. 20 022743 .. 023416.. 024538 .. 024704 .. 03 ?gi.. 40 —

! & = . .90'81.01 .. 208207 .. 22 18}.. 146 ..

i 2:13 e gg 33 gg " 0942 23 .. 02 47 50 .. 02 55 55 .. 03 36}.. 0-3 .. M not pronounced.

%ig? 2 33 SUES 05 89’ ‘151613 ..152306 .. 152051 .. 1622 .. 03 .. M not pronounced.

NDVEIIleI' : 9 —_— 430 . Merged mto the YH‘-m'nning of

2162 .. 5 . 085349 .. 090228 .. 001448 .. 09 24 11 . e Tillomilir shask.

D4s o EEbe .- Tt .. 11 34 . 1240 . 44-6 ..
LOS 2 33 34 o5 . 0912657 .. 0028 42 .. 09 3510 .. 12 56}.. 11°0 .. - x. A
§{§§ e TEP 1T 38 50 == S AR .. 63 .. Mameiooomett® ©
- . » .9 - - = L L 15 :' ' 3 uncerta 3 ). L0 -

21680 .. 6 = a8t 18 20 5. — . 9T 42 850 .. 2] 24 30 .. 3 ¢ . v &7 Tana
I}{-I‘]Lui 'tu_i-.;:'-n_ EHLI ]IF';'t in
the beginning of following

shock.
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. Date
o 1938. P S L Maximurm. End. Amplitude R
Novemb ; emarks,

mber H M S8 i R X, ¥ 8 Mg s H M MM

3 i G 8 va ! BLER B0 O 2188085, . 2218 S0B B2 AR08, = et Ol
Mz 22 25 29 Y
2168 .. 7 -0 00 57 50 .. - - o3 — ¢« ULROL0BEs " = 0.3
2169 .. 7 ..eP 01 48 43 01 57 28 02 16 56 |
" 28 .. 02 .o 02718 BT 55T 08 A0E TR —

3{3? r }; --g fi‘lg :L;'; ig ¢ : ?3 24 37 .. 04 65 26 .. 05 00 51 .. 05 33i..<0.3 .. M not pronounced.

s o 800, 2001 B oy 20 1481, 31 083 T 0i8T Ai‘{;{ gr;il defined waves at

2172 | 9 9 . m.

00 26 56 .. 093516 .. 00 54 26 .. 09 50 49 .. — 0.8 .. P emerges from strong micro-
seisms. End after 10} hrs.,
lost in strong microseisms
(due to a depression in the

i Bay of Bengal).

3{3{2 ig e b1 05 30 .. — vo P TISRTRGI S F11HG00ELNY, 18108 T +1 0.6 .2 4 E-)

.o - EUE32004 ) 1S 1904 U | -9  KjoRant g Rgat RN, i S ! .. M off sheet, but estimated
amplitude about 110 mm.

o End lost in following shock.

2%33 i3 ,}; > s g} 22 17 .. o= .. 01 48 20 .. 02 03 24 .. 02 44}.. 0.7 .. M not pronounced. -

o177 | i - ld 01 36 .. 050830..051621 ..052239 .. 0540 .. 0.5 .. M not pronounced.

T N W S 3 33 59 i — .. 13 62 57 .. 13 58 21 .. 14 18}..<0.3 .. M not pronounced.

Sive T .,EP 23 42 34 v SRS 60 0T © 23 10,27 .. 38 18 .04 5 1000 48 0.0 P very gradually emergent.

§i80: e e 12 IZ 21 o nil2 264607 .. 12040 Glage. 12 47.21 .. 19:98:.:%0:8 . ; M not pronounced.

Gy g v 21006 4L 50891001191 - STNIDNOT. - 10T 11 88 i 987dB L, UR B G

Qe 7 S e LUy A8 [ — .. 11 44 22 ., 11 52 04 .. 12 114..<0.3 .. M not pronounced.

s ..eP 04 08 356 .. 04 19 08 .. 04 50 46 .. 05 02 33 .. QLUK i TR -

2182 e 3? ..eP 14 26 34 (S1)14 34 51 .. —_— af — .. 1610 .. — .. L, M not discernible.

it 2 -0F OL 14 26" (SY).01 '27"02" .. 01 8433 .. - .. 0218 .. (about 1)M not pronounced, and could

o1 (PR?) 01 21 53 not be picked out.

: On.. 22 s - Olu24 3817, =01 88,14 0 0TG240 0. "02 00 Bl . OB (G- s ]S —

NSO . 29 574 1316006 s+ 1368143 Sl I8 27 L, 14 98 34 0 A8BT., 0.8 .. Mot pronounced.

S18YE oo 80 seih 02 40,20 .. 02 48 50 .. 0304 3% .. 03.70°80 .. 00°3%%.. ‘8.3 .. —

December

2188 .. 1 .. 0223 05 .. 023155 ..024432 .. 024904 .. 03 354.. 0.5 .. M not pronounced.

2189 .. 3 o) b A (1) 5T S - .. 1251 23 .. 1252 38 .. 13 074..<0.3 .. S cannot be picked out. M
not pronounced.

2190 .. 6-7 .o 2308 - .. 2315 - .. 23 24} - .. 2328- .. 0042 .. 0.9 .. Times are given to the nearest

(SR?7)23 18} : 4 minute only, owing to
stoppage of clock making $
minute marks.

2181..... 7 sl LBLSDER0. J 13 456 11 .. 140110 .. 140561 .. — ..<0.3 .. M not pronounced. E lost in
the beginning of following
shock,

2192 .. 7 e 16 Q9R0%. - .. 15626 26 .. 15 20 10 .. 16 17 ..<0.3 .. Scannot be picked out. M not
pronounced.

2193 .. 16 o 17 32 60 .. I 45006 .o T8 % 36 . 18 TUTI0 o, " 20 ' 8a%,; 17, —

21045 S 10 1Ta s 38821 ... 383.38 38 .. 33 68 06 .. 0006 &£} .. O1 57%.. 0.8 .

? 23 52 17
9195 ... .. 17 e 116 B0KS0. .20 16 40638 HT OL OB .. 17T 05 Of .. 17 BB .. 1049 ; -
2196 .. 21 s 12 34 31 .. 13 40 80 . IR 48 -RY .. IB DO OY .. 14056 .. 0.4 ..

WEATHER SumMARYy, 1938.

January.—The rainfall was generally below normal south of the Batticaloa-Chilaw line, though occasional
stations showed appreciable excess, and over a large area the deficit was only slight. The largest deficits were
chiefly among the central hills, the rainfall being more than 10 inches below average at Ledgerwatta, St. Martin’s,

and Hendon. | .
North of that line, except in and near the Jaffna Peninsula, excess predominated, but was generally only

slight.
v From the 3rd to the 12th, rain was generally fairly widespread over the Island, but chiefly light. From the

13th to the 23rd, very little rain was reported, while during the next three days, rain was fairly general over the
Island. On the 27th and 28th, there was but little rain, but on the 29th the weather became unsettled, and there
was widespread appreciable rain on that and the following days, several stations in the north and east reporting

heavy rain on the 30th.

February.—This is usually the driest month of the year, but this year it was very wet, the rainfall being at
least 5 to 10 inches above normal over nearly the whole Islgnd. The total rainfall for the Island is perhaps the
heaviest February rainfall on record. Excesses of over 10 inches were common among and around the central
hills, and in the Eastern Province, where nearly every station in the coasta_! districts south of Vandeloos Bay remr_ded
totals more than 15 inches above normal. The greatest excess was 24745 inches at Sakamam, and 8 ofl?er stations
reported excesses of more than 20 inches. No station in the Island recorded a deficit. As many as 56 daily falls

- rches were recorded, a large number of these falling on either the 8th or the 1st.
i OVEI‘R5&3:1I; was fairly heavy and widespread over the Island during the first 11 days of the month, because of a low

: In W ‘eCl here being practically no rain
ea over the Island. For the rest of the month rain was not appreciable, t g t |
frl:;fﬁeealr%h to the 17th, and from the 21st to the 23rd. Towards the end of the month, ran began to be fairly

general.
March.—The rainfall for March was in exc
small deficits. The greatest excess was 1340 inchflz-g, _atl
Xcesses over inches.
EOutherTnhhall'ii{;lt;'a.tltlletvlia;ijsirsetgi?ltnhgr;?ghOut the month. During the first 11 days there was moderate but wide-
spread raien_ 'On the 12th the rainfall decreased. From the 14th there was widespread rain ﬁagain._ a nlymfﬂhc{f
moderately heavy falls being recorded 1in the snuth-we;st of the Islanc_l, from the 14th to -tl_m l_bth.] ()nlt e _..l_lt‘ ;t
depression was identified to the east of the Island. This mo}*ed alongﬁthe east coast, anq was ]F}m-tf‘h on tll_g_m or;;glg
of the 22nd off the South Indian Coromandel coast, where it slowly filled up. As a result of this depression, wide-

spread heavy rain occeurred on the 21st. Rain generally widespread, continued till the end of the month.

Thunderstorm activity was well in evidence throughout the month, and accounted for the greater part of the

ess nearly everywhere, only a few scattered stations reporting
Marambekande, seven other stations, scattered over the

rain.
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A fall of | ‘ '
S of small hail during a thunderstorm was reported from near Negombo on the afternoon of the

April.—The rainfall was above normal

. over the greater part of Ceylon, deficits reported hei
(BJI:E'H;[S ':1[‘1}:31 el;lil%isﬁeeac:s:vzgggted(}was 11'17 ‘05 inlti:hes at Nilloomally, y*!;:vhilit-:a' four OthI;I? atgtil:;iggrg enrtfed
_ | . Generally s ' , iti 4
east of ':1[3‘11113 hill country and in the Aﬁssaweﬂbat ]%)izgrigtl;.g, Rt b o i
LEany a,ct?vliimfﬂl hlpifslst-ed throughout the month, an interesting feature being the unusually pronounchd tHygIRational
e 1 y ’“'thc aicounted for nearly the whole of the rainfall. The weather was distinetly of thoeiafeglogical

YPe, With weak barometric gradients, and there was no depressional activity. Centre

May.—The rainfall for Ma, '
y was below normal, except in the Jaffna Peninsula., wh ligh
. : , | , ere slight excess was
&izoglfige};l, &gsv::&f,ﬂiztéos;:tti{eg aifatiins. ’fﬁle greatest deficits occurred in the south-west, whereg May averages
: ' 1S, chieny i the south-west of Ceylon, recorded their lowest M '
As ma,r:lljtr as 49 aiiatgons, in the dry zone, sent in nil returni. T T e SR
18 usual, during the early stages of the south-west monsoon. for fairl ' '
| st 1 : y heavy rains to fall in the western
:lllft Ei?hui;h-westgrn low-fzountry. This year, however, such rains were not particularly in evidence. Tt is possible
s ::]il:&y e explained by the fact that south-westerly pressure gradients and winds developed more rapidly
werey ru an usual, and caused the rain to fall further inland. This view is supported by the fact that deficits
snéa er on the western and south-western slopes of the hills than in the south-western coastal districts.
arometric gradients were generally south-westerly throughout the month.
A hailstorm was reported from Diyatalawa on the afternoon of the 16th.

ks J unse.—';-The rainfall was below normal over the greater part of the Island. Twenty-two stations, nearly all
B I}lf;rd a &rqg&muwa,_reporteﬁ tot:als more than 10 inches below average, the greatest deficit being 16°99 inches

aliboda. Highty stations, chiefly in the North-Western and North-Central Provinces, and in the north of Uva,
recorded no rain at all during June.

The rains this month were mainly concentrated on the south-west face of the central hills.

July.—The rainfall for J uly was generally a little below normal in the south-western low-country of Ceylon,
along the greater part of the west coast, and along part of the east coast. Elsewhere it was generally in excess,
30:12 nﬁﬁ];ed on the south-western slopes of the main hill masses, and in the low-country immediately to the east

e :

’I:he' tendency for the monsoon rains this year to miss the low-country districts, and to favour up-country,

was again in evidence. ‘

~ There was fairly heavy rainfall, mainly on the south-western slopes of the hills, but also to some extent on
their eastern slopes, during the first five days of July. The rains then diminished, and only light falls were reported
in general during the greater part of July. About the 25th the barometric gradient began to weaken, and a tendency
to local thunderstorms, of the intermonsoonal type, set in. This was particularly marked on the 26th and 27th,
after which days the rain fell off, and the weather reverted to the monsoonal type, with some local thunderstorms
in the north of Ceylon. On the 31st the monsoon rain in the south-west of Ceylon was again fairly heavy.

Some hail was reported from Labookellie estate during the latter half of July.

Augmt._——The rainfall of August was generally below normal on the southern and western slopes of the hills.
It was appreciably above normal in the south-western low-country, and on the south-eastern slopes of the hills.
Elsewhere it was, on the whole, about the average. A large number of stations in the dry zone reported totals of less

than 2 inches, but few stations reported no rain at all.
On the 1st the monsoon rains in the south-west of Ceylon were fairly heavy. The rain then decreased, and

generally only light or moderate rain was reported till the 21st. Between the 21st and the 26th there was fairly
heavy monsoon rain, after which the rain again decreased, and not much fell for the rest of the month. There was
appreciable thunderstorm activity, mainly in the north and east of Ceylon, during the first week in August, from

the 14th to the 22nd, and on the last two days of the month.
Three hailstorms were reported, two at Diyatalawa, on the 1st and 4th, and one at Bandarawela, on the 19th.

September.—The rainfall was generally above normal in the hills, and particularly on their western slopes.
The extreme south-west of the Island was also above normal. Elsewhere, except in the immediate neighbourhood

of the hills, rainfall was generally below normal.
Most of the stations in the northern half of Ceylon recorded totals of less than 2 inches, but only a few, chiefly

in the districts south-east of Mannar, reported no rain at all.
The rain in the south-west of Ceylon was generally fairly light up to the 12th, but was appreciably heavier

during the remainder of the month, particularly up-country. Thunder was frequently reported, mainly from the
dry zone, from the 1st to the 9th, and again from the 17th to the 23rd.

October.—The rainfall was nearly everywhere below normal, the only appreciable areas showing excess being
the Jaffna Peninsula and a small area round Trincomalee. The greatest deficits were found in the south-west of
Ceylon, and particularly in or near the Ginigathena Pass, where the rainfall at several stations was over 15 inches

below normal. o e |
The highest monthly totals reported were between 10 and 15 inches. These were chiefly in the Jaffna Penin-
sula and near Trincomalee, while a few stations on the western slopes of the hills also reported totals of over 10 inches.

Several monthly totals of less than 2 inches were reported, chiefly in the south-east of Ceylon. .
For many stations with long rainfall records, this month’s rainfall must have been the lowest October rainfall

only
to
the nort

on record. ' _ :
During the first ten days of the month, the barometric gradient remained of the usual south-west monsoon

type, and there was light to moderate rain in the south-west of Ceylon, and not much rain elsewhere. The gradient
then became more irregular, and from the 13th to the 15th a few local thunderstorms were reported, in various
parts of the Island. From the 16th to the 23rd, very little rain was reported, except occasional local thunderstorms.
About the 22nd, conditions became markedly unsettled in the Bay of Bengal, and about the 24th, probably as a
result of this, the rainfall over Ceylon increased. Rain and thunder became widespread over the Island, precipita-

tion that was both heavy and widespread being reported between the 28th and 31st.

November.—The rainfall for November was consistently below normal ¢jer}'mm'llere, more than 70 s_tathna,
distributed practically throughout the Island, recording deficits of_ more than 10 {ﬂ(*_h&i. The greatest {lt‘ﬁf‘lwtrj were
14-74 inches at Ambepussa, 1469 inches at Labugama, and 1457 mche-_.:-s at Mullaittiva while several o;her :im,“o“;
recorded deficits of over 13 inches. The smallest deficits were found in the central hill-country and in the ;:-?u]t
of the Island, while the greatest deficits were generally reported from the low country to the west emd-nﬂrth 0 ; 1}6
hills, and in the north of Ceylon. The only station to report no rain was Pottuvil, but an appreciable number
reported less than 2 inches for the month.

For many stations with long rainfall records, this 1 1 gt
record. Labugama Reservoir, with an average for November of over 17 inches, reported a monthly tota

2-83 inches, or 16 per cent. of average, the lowest November total on record.

month’s rainfall must be the lowest November l'tlil'li;‘i.“ <_Inn
ol onlv
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Widespread rain occurred during the first three days of the month, on the 2nd of which the rainfall was fairly
heavy. After that it decreased, and only occasional light rain was experienced till the 15th. On t

' : : he 16th the rain.
fall increased, and moderate but widespread rain persisted up to the 19th. From the 20th to the end of the month ,

the weather was again generally dry, except from the 25th to the 28th, when fairly heavy falls we ed from
many stations. Thunderstorm activity was only moderately in evidence this month. ‘

December —The rainfall for December was below normal over the greater part of Ceyloif,
tricts showing excess being among the hills, particularly on their north-eastern slopes, while there w: alsntppnaticsial
excess In the Jaffna Peninsula, and in the Galle District. The greatest excesses above normal were 25<Blsmologiasl
Hendon Estate, and 18°60 inches at Lower St. Martin’s Estate, while excesses between 10 and 154; phes were
reported from five other stations on the eastern slopes of the hills. The greatest deficits below normal were 11.28
inches at Kirimutti, and 10-18 inches at Vakaneri, north of Batticaloa, while there were many deficits of 5 to 10
inches along the east coast, and a few in the south-west of Ceylon, including Labugama.

The highest monthly totals reported were 6303 inches at Hendon, 5294 at Upper St. Martin’s, and 52-31
at Lower St. Martin’s all in the Nitre Cave district. A number of totals between 30 and 40 inches were reported
from several other stations on the eastern slopes of the hills. A few stations reported less than 2 inches for the
month, chiefly between Colombo and the neighbourhood of Negombo.

For the first half of the month, weather conditions continued fairly settled over Ceylon, with monsoon rain,
generally light or moderate, in the north and east, and local afternoon or evening thunderstorms in the lee of the
hills. ~ About the middle of the month the tendency to rain, particularly of the windward slopes of the hills, increased.
Some very heavy falls were recorded in these districts, especially on the 17th and between the 21st and 24th, _betwee_n
which two days winds near Ceylon were fairly strong. After the 24th, the winds fell off in strength, but rain conti-
nued widespread, and heavy in places, till the 27th. For the last few days of the month, very little rain was recorded,

Year.—The rainfall for the year was generally below normal, except in part of the hill country, particularly
the eastern slopes of the main hill masses, and in the low-country directly between the hills and the east coast, where

1t was in excess. Generally speaking, the rainfall was in excess for the first third, and in deficit for the last two-
thirds, of the year.

H. JAMESON, D.Sc., F.Inst.P.,
Colombo, July 18, 1939. Superintendent, Observatory.,




